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1 . IN RESPONSE TO PRESS QUESTIONS ON HIS RETURN TO SANTIAGO APRIL 24, 
ADMIRAL JOSE TORIBIO MERINO SAID THAT THE SIGNIFICANT PART OF HIS 
VISIT TO PERU WAS THE CHANCE TO BUILD CLOSER CONTACTS WITH THE 
MILITARY AND GOVERNMENT LEADERS AND TO COORDINATE CERTAIN JOINT 
OPERATIONS FOR THE NEXT OPERATION UNITAS. ASKED TO COMMENT ON 
WIRE SERVICE ACCOUNTS THAT A MEETING BETWEEN THE PRESIDENTS 

OF CHILE AND PERU WOULD OCCUR SOON, MERION TOLD THE PRESS; 

"I NEITHER CONFIRMED NOR DENIED SUCH A MEETING. IT WAS SOMETHING 
THEY INVENTED THERE, BUT I CERTAINLY DID NOT SAY IT." MERINO 
ADDED THAT, OF COURSE, RESPONSIBILITY FOR ARRANGING SUCH A MEETING 
LAY WITH THE CHILEAN FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

2. COMMENT: WHATEVER HIS STATEMENTS WHILE IN PERU, MERINO 
WAS CAREFULLY CORRECT ONCE BACK IN CHILE. 
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